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MINUTES of a meeting of the CABINET held in the Council Chamber, Council Offices, Coalville 
on TUESDAY, 9 NOVEMBER 2021  
 
Present:  Councillor R Blunt (Chairman) 
 
Councillors R Ashman, R D Bayliss, T Gillard, K Merrie MBE, N J Rushton and A C Woodman  
 
In Attendance: Councillors J Legrys, V Richichi and S Sheahan  
 
Officers:  Mr J Arnold, Mr A Barton, Mr D Bates, Miss E Warhurst, Mrs C Hammond, 
Mr C Lambert and Ms R Haynes 
 

50. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
There were no apologies for absence. 
 

51. DECLARATION OF INTERESTS 
 
In accordance with the Code of Conduct, Members declared the following interests: 

 
Councillor N Rushton declared a non-pecuniary interest in Item 7 as the Leader of 
Leicestershire County Council. 
 

52. PUBLIC QUESTION AND ANSWER SESSION 
 
There were no questions received. 
 

53. MINUTES 
 
Consideration was given to the minutes of the meeting held on 21 September 2021. 
 
It was moved by Councillor T Gillard, seconded by Councillor K Merrie and  
 
RESOLVED THAT: 
 
The minutes of the meeting held on 21 September 2021 be approved and signed by the 
Chairman as a correct record. 
 
Reason for decision: To comply with the Constitution. 
 

54. RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE COMMUNITY SCRUTINY COMMITTEE - INCREASING 
THE SUPPLY OF AFFORDABLE HOUSING 
 
The Housing and Customer Services Portfolio Holder presented the report to members, 
highlighting the recommendations from the Community Scrutiny Committee. 

 
Members were happy with Recommendation 1, however had concerns with regards to 
Recommendation 2. The Portfolio Holder felt that the recommended target of 199 new 
homes per year may be difficult to achieve every year as the council control build out 
rates. Therefore he proposed the target be revised to 1,000 houses over a  5 year period. 
 
Members felt that the wording of Recommendation 2b was unclear and that after the 
words “waiting list” the following text should be added to clarify – “with the purpose of 
informing applicants of their likely wait”. This would give more of an indication as to how 
long that wait would be. 
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The recommendations as amended were moved by Councillor R Bayliss and seconded by 
Councillor T Gillard. 
 
RESOLVED THAT: 
 

1) The council write to government encouraging a reform of the Land Compensation 
Act. 

2) A target level of 1,000 new affordable homes over a 5 year period (rented and low 
cost home ownership) be included in the new housing strategy for new affordable 
housing development in the district subject to: 
a) An enhanced joint working partnership with other housing providers, including 

increasing the frequency of meetings with registered providers active in the 
district. 

b) Officers looking into waiting times targets for the various housing need bands 
on the housing waiting list with the purpose of informing applicants of their 
likely wait. 

 
 
Reason for Decision: To inform the production of the updated Housing Strategy. 
 

55. EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC 
 
RESOLVED THAT: 

 
In pursuance of Section 100A(4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the press and public 
be excluded from the remainder of the meeting on the grounds that the business to be 
transacted involves the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in Paragraph 3 
of Part 1 of Schedule 12A to the Act and that the public interest in maintaining this 
exemption outweighs the public interest in disclosing the information. 
 
Reason for decision: To enable the consideration of exempt information. 
 

56. FREEPORT UPDATE 
 
The Planning and Infrastructure Portfolio Holder presented the report to members, 
highlighting that the outline business case includes a ‘no detriment’ arrangement in 
respect to participating local authorities. 
 
Members were informed that a further report would be submitted to cabinet in the coming 
months. 
 
It was moved by Councillor R Ashman, seconded by Councillor K Merrie and 
 
RESOLVED THAT: 
 
The progress in respect of development of the East Midlands Freeport be noted and its 
commitment to the development of the Freeport be reaffirmed. 
 
Reason for decision: No substantive decisions are required by Cabinet at this time, 
however Officers considered that it was important to keep Cabinet appraised of 
developments. 
 

The meeting commenced at 5.00 pm 
 
The Chairman closed the meeting at 5.09 pm 
 

 


